Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 050744 
ORIGIN EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO INR-05 SP-02 /030 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/NE:REWOODS:LP 
APPROVED BY EUR:AAHARTMAN 
EUR - MR. VINE 
EUR/NE - MR. CROWLEY 
S/S - RPERITO 

080736Z 066958 /14 

R 080147Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 050744 

LIMDIS, FOR AMBASSADOR FROM HARTMAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, FI 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS 
REF.: HELSINKI 426 

1 . APPRECIATE YOUR INITIATIVE IN PROPOSING VISIT TO 
HELSINKI TO EXCHANGE VIEWS PRIOR TO KEKKONEN'S MOSCOW TRIP. 

AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION, HOWEVER, WE HAVE DECIDED 
AGAINST SUCH CONSULTATIONS AT THIS TIME. 

2. US POSITIONS ON NUMBERS OF KEY ISSUES ARE UNDER CURRENT 
REVIEW, AND ADDITIONAL TIME AND CONSULTATIONS WITH ALLIES 
ARE REQUIRED PRIOR TO DETAILED DISCUSSION ON OVERALL DIREC- 
TION OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY. A COMPREHENSIVE HIGH LEVEL 
REVIEW WITH FINLAND IS THEREFORE PREMATURE, PARTICULARLY 
PRIOR TO COMPARABLE INITIATIVES WITH IMPORTANT NATO 
CAPITALS WHOSE POLICY AND SECURITY ARE MORE INTIMATELY 
INTERWINED WITH OUR OWN. BILATERAL TALKS ON SELECTED 
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ISSUES WILL OF COURSE CONTINUE, AS IN THE COMING VISITS TO 
HELSINKI BY JACK MARESCA AND ALLARD LOWENSTEIN. 

3. THE PROBLEM THUS IS TIMING. SHOULD THE VICE PRESIDENT 
DECIDE TO VISIT FINLAND THIS SUMMER, HIS TRIP WILL PROVIDE 
THE SORT OF OPPORTUNITY YOU PROPOSE. IF THIS DOES NOT 
MATERIALIZE, PERHAPS WE CAN CONSIDER A LOWER LEVEL VISIT TO 
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THE SAME END. I AGREE ON THE IMPORTANCE OF ENSURING THAT 

THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT IS AWARE OF DEVELOPMENTS IN US 
POLICY, BUT FOR THE PRESENT, BELIEVE THE EXCHANGE IS BEST 
MANAGED LARGELY BY YOU AT THE EMBASSY LEVEL. 

4. IN THIS REGARD, WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO PROVIDE YOU AND 
OTHER CHIEFS OF MISSION WITH AS FULL GUIDANCE AS POSSIBLE 
FOR USE IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 
SHOULD YOU IDENTIFY AREAS WHERE MORE MATERIAL WOULD BE 
USEFUL, PARTICULARLY IN ANTICIPATION OF KEKKONEN'S VISIT 
TO MOSCOW, PLEASE LET US KNOW SO WE MAY ATTEMPT TO FILL 
ANY GAPS. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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